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Summary. This article explores the origins of the creative and
pedagogical activity of the well-known Ukrainian theater and televi-
sion director; art teacher, head of the department of television directing
of the Kyiv State 1. K. Karpenko-Kary Theatre Arts Institute, founder
of the Institute of Cinema and Television of the Kyiv National Univer-
sity of Culture and Arts, Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in Arts, professor,
Honoured Artist of Ukraine Viktor Borysovych Kisin, who would have
turned eighty-five years old in 2018. His studying in the director s and
acting workshop of the famous director and theater scientist, director
and laboratory assistant, secretary of the “Berezol” director's office
M. P. Verkhatskyi.

Keywords: Viktor Kisin, creative activity, origins, pedagogical ac-
tivity, joint workshop, Mykhailo Verkhatskyi.

Problem formulation. The urgency of this study is due to
the need to study the creative heritage of leading Ukrainian
artists who have done a lot to build Ukrainian culture. Among them
there are the origins of the creative and pedagogical activity of the
well-known Ukrainian theater and television director, art teacher,
head of the department of television directing of the Kyiv State
I. K. Karpenko-Kary Theatre Arts Institute, founder of the Insti-
tute of Cinema and Television of the Kyiv National University of
Culture and Arts, Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in Arts, professor,
Honoured Artist of Ukraine Viktor Borysovych Kisin (April 14,
1933, Khabarovsk (Russian Federation) — September 4, 1997,
Kyiv (Ukraine)), who would have turned eighty-five in 2018.

Analysis of recent research and publications. Creative and
pedagogical activity of the famous Ukrainian theater and televi-
sion director, artistic teacher V. Kisin described V. Skurativskyi
[15; 16], V. Horpenko [4; 5], R. Shyrman [19; 20], L. Naumova
[12; 13], V. Viter [3], S. Marchenko [10; 11], V. Khmelnytskyi
[18], Yu. Furmanov [17], O. Bezruchko [2; 21] and others. Ne-
vertheless, we can admit that Viktor Borysovych Kisin remained
actually beyond the attention of modern Ukrainian cinema re-
searchers.

The scientific tasks of this article are to study the origins of
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the creative and pedagogical activities of the out-
standing Ukrainian theater and television director, ac-
tor, art teacher V. B. Kisin; to discover the situation
with getting from the workshop of Maria Osypiv-
na Knebel on the faculty of acting of the Mikhail
Shchepkin Higher Theatre School (Moscow) to the joint
acting and directing workshop of Mykhailo Polievk-
tovych Verkhatskyi at the Kyiv State I. K. Karpenko-
Kary Theatre Arts Institute; to reconstruct his first ex-
perience of teaching work while helping the teacher
M. P. Verkhatskyi in the Kyiv Theater Studio at the
“Bilshovyk” Culture House; to analyze the participa-
tion of Viktor Kisin in the work of the “Youth theater”
in July-August, 1958.

The purpose of the article is to study and analyze
the origins of creative and pedagogical activity of
V. B. Kisin — the specifics of studying in the director's
and acting workshop of M. P. Verkhatskyi at the Kyiv
State I. K. Karpenko-Kary Theatre Arts Institute.

Summary. After graduating from high school,
V. Kisin joined the faculty of acting of the Mikhail
Shchepkin Higher Theatre School (Moscow) in the stu-
dio of Maria Osypivna Knebel, the student of K. S. Sta-
nislavsky.

The official biography of the artist noted that Viktor
Kisin from the second year of the school transferred to
the Kyiv State I. K. Karpenko-Kary Theatre Arts Insti-
tute, but in reality the situation was somewhat different:
“A young man from the Saksaganskyi Street in Kyiv
entered the Mikhail Shchepkin Higher Theatre School
(Moscow) without any problems. But soon he did not
“obey” and starred in the movie “Maturity Certificate”
(in which Vasyl Lanovyi also debuted), for which he
was then punished. So he had to leave the school and
go to the Kyiv State I. K. Karpenko-Kary Theatre Arts
Institute” [14]. This situation can be explained by the
fact that during the Soviet period theater teachers dur-
ing first courses of study strictly forbade their students
from filming.

Despite such a severe punishment, V. Kisin “all his
life was spiritually connected with his teacher Maria
Osypivna Knebel and continued to follow her work”
[9, 244].

At the Kyiv State I. K. Karpenko-Kary Theatre Arts
Institute, Viktor Kisin got into the studio of Mykhailo
Polievktovych Verkhatskyi, the patriarch of Ukrainian

Viktor Kisin, student years (1950s)
Bixmop Kicin, cmyoenmcwki poku. (50-i pp. XX cm.)

theater pedagogics, a well-known director and theater
critic, a former “birch-lion”, director and laboratory
assistant, secretary of the director's office “Berezol” of
L. S. Kurbas.

Viktor Kisin could compare two teachers — from
Moscow and Kyiv: “I had with whom to compare
Mykhailo Polievktovych as a teacher. Knebel, who was
my teacher in Moscow (and at that time also a modest
associate professor), was an outstanding figure in the
theater pedagogics. From the very first days of com-
municating with Verkhatskyi, I felt that I was attached
to a real treasure, to a very influential nature, although
for a long time I could not solve the mechanism of his
pedagogical magic. For students, he was the model of
the professor himself — regarding culture, erudition,
ease of teaching, the ability to vigorously “lead”, in-
spire their soul as an indisputable authority, as a living
conscience. And all this without the slightest pressure”
[7, 185].
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Viktor Kisin, together with other classmates, in
order to have the directorial practice over the curricu-
lum, actively participated in the teacher's artistic and
pedagogical experiment — founding a theatrical studio
for Ukrainian senior pupils at the “Bolshevik™ Culture
House in Kyiv.

K. Hryhoriev in the newspaper “Literary Gazette”
talked about the work of the theatrical studio: “We
were present at the regular classroom of the senior
group conducted by M. Verkhatskyi. He was assisted
by a third-year student of the Viktor Kisin director’s
department. During the acting lesson, studio students
performed exercises ‘in relation to the subject’ [6].

As can be seen from the article, the assistant of
M. Verkhatskyi was Viktor Kisin. Let's dwell on this
stage of the formation of a young director in more de-
tail. Since there were a lot of boys and girls aged 13
to 17 who dreamed of joining the theater studio, but
there were only sixty places, three rounds of entrance
examinations were held in which Viktor Kisin, along
with his fellow students, actively helped his teacher.
The training programme was thorough: classes on act-
ing, language skills, vocals, stage movement, musical
writing, the history of theater, etc. After this training,
the best students were recommended to join the Kyiv
State I. K. Karpenko-Kary Theatre Arts Institute.

So during his studies, V. Kisin was involved in
theater pedagogics based on the principles of the
Berezol Artistic Association. Work in this theatrical
studio will be further analyzed and described in the
dissertation again under the scientific guidance of
M. P. Verkhatskyi.

Also, as a student, Viktor Kisin worked as an as-
sistant director at the Kyiv Television Studio to master
the new kind of audiovisual art.

At the end of studying at the Kyiv State
I. K. Karpenko-Kary Theatre Arts Institute V. Kisin
took part in another creative experiment of Mykhailo
Verkhatskyi, which again was based on the experi-
ence of Les Kurbas. This most cherished embodied
pedagogical dream of M. P. Verkhatskyi, accord-
ing to Viktor Baienko, was the organization of the
“Youth Theater”: “Our course with performances
“The Owner” by I. Tobilevych, “Astoria Hotel” by
O. Shtein, “The Death of Tarielkin” by I. Sukhov-Kob-
ylin travelled all the then-young Komsomol-youth new
buildings of Dnipropetrovsk, Kryviy Rig, Donbass. It
was an unforgettable tour of the future of “The Youth
Theatre” [1, 213].

Viktor Kisin, together with another graduate-di-
rector Lev Udovenko, in July 1958 in the newspaper
“Kyiv Komsomolets” told about the plans of the newly
formed the Youth Theater: “As we arrive in Dnipro-
petrovsk, we will definitely act before the workers of
the locomotive depot. After all, our Anatolii Pazenko
was working there, he was a gray-haired, hurrying
somewhere on the steps. We will show the railwaymen
the play “Hotel Astoria”. In this play, Anatolii acts as
a selfless and modest journalist Trojan. So the young
actor will report to the working group that gave him
a ticket to life. In Luhansk, a kind of examination will
take Vanya Sorokin in front of the miners” [8§].

Unfortunately, the theater was closed after the tour,
and each of the students of Mykhailo Verkhatskyi went
to the state theaters. In particular, after graduating with
honours with the specialization “the director of the Dra-
ma Theater” Viktor Kisin worked as a director of the
Odessa Ukrainian Drama Theater, of Crimean Russian
Drama Theater, of the Cinema Actor Theater-Studio at
the Kyiv Oleksandr Dovzhenko Feature Films Studio,
of the Kyiv TV studio, of the UkrTeleFilm Studio, of
the educational theater of his “alma mater”.



ISSN 2311-9489. THE CULTUROLOGY IDEAS. 2018 Ne13

OLEKSANDR BEZRUCHKO

Viktor Kisin at the

location (1980s) R

Bixmop Kicin R

Ha 3HIMATILHOMY : =

matioanyuxy. (80-i pp. v >
VA /

XX cm.) (

However, most of all V. B. Kisin became famous as
an art educator who successfully brought up the young
actors and directors of theater and television at the Kyiv
State I. K. Karpenko-Kary Theatre Arts Institute.

First of all, as he himself believed, due to the loy-
alty to the traditions of his teachers: “I think that when
I have a certain authority over my students, not because
of my modest performances in the theater and on TV,
but above all because they subconsciously feel me liv-
ing correspondent of a prominent cultural tradition, who
can be believed without proof, and after reporting some-
thing to guess, to discover the artistic secrets” [7, 184].

Conclusions. At the beginning of the article the
purpose of the article was set: to analyze and re-
search the origins of creative and pedagogical activ-
ity of V. B. Kisin — the specifics of the studying in
the director's and acting workshop of Mykhailo Po-
lievktovych Verkhatskyi at the Kyiv State 1. K. Kar-
penko-Kary Theatre Arts Institute. The goal was
achieved.

Summing up the aforesaid, one can note that the sci-
entific tasks set were fulfilled: the origins of the creative
and pedagogical activity of the prominent Ukrainian di-
rector of theater and television, the actor, the art teacher
V. B. Kisin were researched; the situation with entering
from the workshop of Maria Osypivna Knebel on the
faculty of acting of the Moscow State M. S. Shchepkin
Higher Theater School to the joint acting and directing
workshop of Mykhailo Polievktovych Verkhatskyi at the
Kyiv State I. K. Karpenko-Kary Theatre Arts Institute;
his first experience of teaching work during his help the
teacher M. P. Verkhatskyi in the Kyiv Theater Studio at
the Bilshovyk Culture House; Viktor Kisin's participa-
tion in the “Youth Theater” in July-August,1958 were
analyzed.

Despite thorough scientific research on the life
and creative work of Viktor Borysovych Kisin, it
can be noted that the perspectives of scientific researches
remain large since his director's productions in Ukrain-
ian theaters have not been fully researched yet.
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Anomauia. Y cmammi docniodrcero sumoxu meopuoi i nedazo2iunoi dianbHOCHI 8i00M020 YKPAIHCLKO2O MeampaibHO20
i menegisiliHo20 pexcucepa, MUCHelYbKo20 nedazoza, 3a8idyéaya kagheopu pexcucypu menebauenns Kuiscbko2o 0epacasrozo
incmumymy meampanvroeo mucmeymsa in. I. K. Kapnenka-Kapoeo, 3acnosnuxa Incmumymy xino i menedauenna Kuigco-
K020 HAYIOHATLHO20 YHigepcumenty KyIbmypy i Mucmeyms, KaHouoama Mucmeymeo3snascmesd, npoghecopa, 3aciyiHceHo-
20 Oisya mucmeyme Vxpainu Bixmopa bopucosuua Kicina, akomy ¢ 2018 poyi sunosnunocs 6 gicimoecsam n’amv pokis.
IIpoananizoearo 1020 HAGYAHHS 8 PEACUCEPCHKO-AKMOPCHKIL MAUCIEPHT 8100MO20 pedicicepd | meampo3Hasys, pevicucepa-
nabopanma, cekpemaps pexcucepcokozo wimaody “bepesona” M. I1. Bepxayvkoeo.

Kniouosi cnosa: Bixmop Kicin, meopua OisibHichs, 6umoxu, nedazoeiyna diaivHicms, 06 '¢Onana mavicmepua, Muxaii-
10 Bepxaywvkuil.

bespyuxo Anexcandp Buxkmoposuu
Hcroxn TBOpueckoii u negaroruyeckoii gesreasHoctu B. b. Kucuna

Annomayus. B cmamye ucciedosansl ucmoxu meopueckol u nedazo2uyeckoll 0esmeibHOCmu U36eCH020 YKPAUHCKO20
meampanbHo20 U Me1eBU3UOHHO20 PEdCUCCEPA, MBOPHECKO20 Nedazoad, 3a6edyiouje2o Kagheopotl pexcuccypol meiesuoens
Kuegckozo eocyoapcmeennozo uncmumyma meampansiozo uckycemsa um. M. K. Kapnenko-Kapozo, ocnosamenst Hnemu-
myma Kuno u menesuoenus Kuegckozo HayuoHaibHo20 yHUepcumema Kybmypol u UCKyCCime, KaHOUuoama uckyccmeose-
Oenus, npogeccopa, 3aciyxcennozo desmena uckyccms Yxpaunvt Bukmopa Bopucosuua Kucuna, xomopomy ¢ 2018 200y
UCNOTHULOCH Dbl 80CeMbOecam nams aem. 1Ipoananusuposano e2o odyueHie 8 peiciccepeko-akmepeKoll Macmeperoll us-
8ECHIHO20 pedcuccepd U meamposeoa, pevxcuccepa-1adopanma, cekpemaps pedxcuccepckoeo wmabda “Bepesons” M. I1. Bep-
xXayKkozo.

Kniouesvie cnosa: Bukmop Kucun, meopueckas 0esamenbHochb, UCMOKY, Ne0a202UecKkas 0esmenbHoCb, 00beOuHeH-
Has macmepckas, Muxaun Bepxayxuil.

Cmamms Haoitiwna 0o pedakyii 31,01.2018



